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NAS: that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in
sanctification and honor,
KJV: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in
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sanctification and honour;

NAB: that each of you know how to acquire a wife for himself in
holiness and honor,

RSV: that each one of you know how to take a wife for himself in
holiness and honor,

ESV: that each one of you know how to control his own body in

holiness and honor

Fo] WY A ‘IF(vesse)oZ WY HEHL2 NASSH KIV, o}
W (wife)Z W3 B0 RSV NABO|H, “&’(body) 0.2 WM Y3 7 $-+=
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EIN daB jeder von euch lernt, mit seiner Frau in heiliger und
achtungsvoller Weise zu verkehren,

ELB daB jeder von euch sich sein eigenes Gefdl in Heiligkeit und
Ehrbarkeit zu gewinnen wisse,

MNT daB jeder von euch wisse, sein (eigenes) Gefdl zu besitzen in
Heiligung und Ehre,

LUO wund ein jeglicher unter euch wisse sein Gefdl zu behalten in
Heiligung und Ehren

LUT und ein jeder von euch seine eigene Frau zu gewinnen suche in
Heiligkeit und Ehrerbietung,
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<Abstract>
A Study of Translation and Interpretation of okedog

in 1 Thessalonians 4:4

Dr. Young Sook Choi
(Westminster Graduate School of Theology)

What is the exact meaning Paul intended to convey through the word okebog
to the Thessalonian church? The interpretation of okedoc is divided into two:
some minimize the interpretation of the translator while others add the
interpretation of the translator. There are two groups of interpretation for the
word okeDog: some argue as ‘wife’ and others other as ‘body’. In linguistic and
grammatical aspects, both translations would not be faithful because okebdog itself
originally means ‘vessel’ like in the Old Testament.

The original meaning of ‘vessel” has been used as a metaphor for 4:4 , thus it
is inevitable that it be translated according to the theological interpretation of the
translator. Most of the Korean Bibles translate okeboc as ‘wife’. Scholars are
divided into two groups: namely the group that interprets it as ‘wife’ (Maurer,
Yarbrough, etc.) and the other group as ‘body’ (McGehee, Lithrmann, Haufe).
Scholars who interpret it as ‘wife’ need to answer to the following questions: If
Paul used okedog to refer to ‘wife’, why would he use such a vague and hazy like
okedoc, and avoid using a common Greek word yuvn (wife) to the Thessalonians
who did not know Hebrew well? Did Paul divide the addressee of Thessalonica
to men and woman, or to the married and the unmarried?

In this study, we find that the meaning of okeboc is ‘body’, as it is used in the
Old Testament and the Qumran, furthermore in the New Testament, particularly
in what Paul says to the Thessalonians through the text of 4:4.
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